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Book Review: The Last Week by M Borg and JD Crossan
‘Two processions entered Jerusalem on a spring day in the year 30. It was the beginning of the week of Passover, the most 
sacred week of the Jewish year... One was a peasant procession, the other an imperial procession.  From the east, Jesus rode a 
donkey down the Mount of Olives cheered by his followers... On the opposite side of the city, from the west, Pontius Pilate the 
Roman governor entered Jerusalem at the head of a column of imperial cavalry and soldiers.  Jesus’ procession proclaimed the 
kingdom of God; Pilate’s proclaimed the power of empire.  The two processions embody the central conflict of the week that 
led to Jesus’s crucifixion.’

Using the gospel of Mark as a guide, the two authors offer a day by day account of the last week of Jesus’ life.  Christians 
everywhere are familiar with the passages that describe the Easter Story. But this book encourages the reader to look again, to 
engage with a passionate Jesus who disturbs and encourages in equal measure.  Central to this book is the Jesus who gave up his 
life to protest against power without justice and to condemn the oppression of the poor by the rich. 

The authors ask new and important questions about Jesus’ mission on earth, about our understanding of it and about how 
familiar images can perhaps obscure a deeper meaning. This insightful examination of Mark’s gospel enables us to become part of 
the story of that last week to be renewed by it and engaged with Jesus at its centre. I highly recommend it.
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COMMISSION CONTACTS
Chair & Newsletter
Barbara Hungin 01642 784398 
bhungin@yahoo.co.uk

Newsletter 
Margaret Blatchford 01642 725106 
margaret@blatchford.name

Treasurer 
Nan Saeki  01904 783621

Design
Annabel Mathieson

Printing
Dave and Carol Cross, CAFOD

website 
www.middlesbroughjp.org

This Newsletter is free but if 
you would like to contribute to 
production costs, we would be very 
grateful.  Donations to our Treasurer: 
55 Moorgate, York YO24 4HP

For this year’s Storey Memorial Lecture we 
were fortunate to welcome Mary Colwell 
to Hull University. Mary is a well known 
presenter, programme-maker, journalist 
and Environmental Adviser to the Bishops’ 
Conference. The necessity of having a right 
relationship with our created universe was one 
of Tony Storey’s passions.  It is equally so for 
Mary.  Her lecture entitled; ‘The Natural World 
- A Depressing problem or an opportunity 
for Grace’ took us on a journey through the 
material progress of the 20th Century which 
has been labelled ‘the greatest century’ over a 
wide range of indicators.  These include health, 
wealth, nutrition, life expectancy, prosperity etc. 
We have used the world’s resources to enable 
mankind to advance and develop in ways which 
would have seemed unattainable only a few 
decades ago.  But we are also good at throwing 
away the rubbish from this development.  Mary 
showed us disturbing slides of levels of pollution 
of our beaches and our seas. 

If Tony Storey’s passion was planting trees, 
Mary’s passion is fish - and what we are doing 
to the Oceans by irresponsible exploitation.  A 
recent article in the Science Journal predicted 
that all fish stocks could collapse by 2048.  
Because the fish nearer to the surface are 
lessening in number we have discovered more 
sophisticated methods of deep sea fishing which 
disturb the balance of the oceans.  However, the 
effects on the oceans, much more than on the 
land, are reversible. 

So, how do we encourage change and hope. 
As Eric Hoeffer has maintained - People will 

not be coerced into changing their way of life 
reluctantly.  We have to find ways to ‘fan an 
extravagant hope’. Mary used examples from 
Christian Art to show a future where people 
and planet live in harmony. Christianity sees art 
as a medium to inspire us to faith and to remind 
us how we should live. 

Christianity has a crucial leading role in 
inspiring a right relationship with our world. 
We  need clear thinking where faith is the guide 
- not economic growth and profit.  We need 
the desire to look outside ourselves and into 
the future. Now is a time of opportunity - as 
more and more people re-examine their way 
of life. There are four relationships we need 
to get right - with God, with each other, with 
ourselves and with the earth.

BH.

(View the powerpoint slide show 
of this lecture on our website)

Anthony Storey memorial 
lecture 2011
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DIARY DATES

2nd July
J&P Day of Reflection with 
Caroline Dollard. St Leonards 
Church Hall, Malton 10.00 – 
3.00pm. Contact: 07899704978

2nd July
CAFOD Mass at Whitby 
Abbey by permission of English 
Heritage. Contact: Carol Cross 
01904 671767

15th – 17th July
National Justice and Peace 
Conference: ‘Justice at Work’ 
Hayes Conference Centre, 
Swanwick. Details from: 
020 7901 4864

14th – 16th October
Barmoor weekend.

“Let us then see what Love 
can do. Force may subdue 

but love gains and he who 
forgives first, wins.”

William Penn
Spirituality
“The connection the world’s waiting for  is to connect 
the hunger for spirituality with passion for social change. 
Because spirituality which is not disciplined by social justice, 
in an affluent society, becomes narcissistic. We buy the 
books, the journals, we listen to the guru speaker. Spirituality 
becomes a commodity to be bought and sold. So spirituality 
has to be disciplined by social justice”

Jim Wallis editor of Sojourners

“May God bless us with discomfort
at easy answers, half truths, and superficial relationships,
so that we may live deep within our hearts.

May God bless us with anger
at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people,
so that we may work for economic justice for all people.

May God bless us with tears to shed for those who suffer
from pain, hunger, homelessness and rejection,
so that we may reach out our hand to comfort them
and to turn their pain into joy.

And may God bless us with enough foolishness
to believe that we can make a difference in the world
so that we can do what others claim cannot be done.”

Fashion
I was listening to Woman’s Hour on the radio when an item 
came up about the latest fashion. Two enthusiastic young 
women were enlightening the presenter, telling her what to 
wear and what not to wear, informing her that the colour of the 
season is beige, and that the one indispensable item of fashion 
is a camel coat which should on no account be worn buttoned, 
but hanging loosely from the shoulder.

I thought this was daft and wondered how grown women can 
get so obsessive about such things. I thought about the whole 
mass of the world’s population who come into the category of 
The Poor: the unemployed in developed countries, the starving 
in developing ones, sanctuary seekers striving to exist on thirty 
five pounds a week. Can we believe that by any stretch of the 
imagination any of these people care what colour is fashionable 
this season?

I know which side of the Great Divide between Rich and 
Poor is my side and I feel helpless and ashamed. I won’t be 
wearing beige this season, because I have a good red coat. But 
I do have a coat.

AMD

ACTION ONLINE
We live in a cyberworld. The internet works for good and evil, but the worldwide web 

facilitates action for justice and peace by communicating with millions about issues such 
as climate change, human rights and global poverty.  Via online petitions everyone with a 

computer can participate in action for justice. Here are a few of the most prominent sites 
where your voice for justice and human rights can be heard:

Mary Colwell
Photo from Catholic Herald, October 2009

www.Change .org 
www.38degrees .org 

www.Avaaz .org 

www.progress io.org .uk 
www.amnesty.org .uk

Solar panels on your church roof?
British Gas is suggesting that churches and mosques could take 
advantage of their south-facing roofs to harness the power of 
the sun. It claims that religious buildings could raise £34m a year 
across the UK using solar panels i.e. over £29m by generating 
and selling ‘green electricity’ and a further £5m by not having 
to buy electricity, as their energy needs would be met through 
the solar panels.

As well as improving their finances, parishes would also be 
doing their bit to help protect the environment as the CO2 
savings could be up to 42,000 tonnes of carbon emissions. 
There are a lot of schemes offering to install solar panels at no 
cost to you. Some are good, some are not so good. The Centre 
for Sustainable Energy has produced an excellent download on 
what to look out for if Greeks come bearing solar panelled 
gifts!  www.cse.org.uk/news/view/1471.

Depleted uranium weapons
We have a duty to inform ourselves about weapons paid for 
by our taxes and used in our name but it can be daunting to 
source the information and it may be complex to understand. 
Pax Christi and ICBUW (International Coalition to Ban 
Uranium Weapons) have together produced a short animated 
film on the subject which is both enlightening and chilling. These 
weapons, once used for destruction, leave behind a radioactive 
and chemically toxic dust - a contamination that remains for 
years after a conflict has ended.

The UK, (along with the US, France, Russia, China and 
Pakistan) manufactures and stockpiles uranium weapons. 
Cluster weapons and landmines were banned once the public 
became aware and campaigned for them to be outlawed - but 
these death-dealing instruments are not under any ban.  www.
youtube.com/user/ICBUW

Note: ‘Asylum seeker’ has become a term of abuse in the 
tabloid press. The preferred new term is ‘sanctuary seeker’.  
See: www.marythompsonfund.org.uk
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The Richmond 16
During this centenary of the outbreak of World 
War I we remember those who died bravely 
‘for King and country’ and also those equally 
brave men who suffered , some to the edge 
of martyrdom, taking a stand for pacifism. As 
one said, “God has not put me on this earth to 
go destroying his children.”

During the Somme offensive in 1916 the 
Army decided it needed to send a message 
to recruits who might have been thinking of 
refusing to fight in the forthcoming battle.  
Kitchener came up with the idea of making an 
example of conscientious objectors who were 
imprisoned in the UK.

The Richmond 16, who were Quakers, 
Methodists, Jehovah’s Witnesses and 
socialists, were secretly moved from their 
dank, medieval cells in Richmond Castle 
where they were being held, to Southampton 
and thence to Boulogne. They were forced to 
watch a deserter being shot and endured a 
punishment known as ‘crucifixion’ - suspended 
for hours from posts with barbed wire on 
hands and feet.  They were now subject to the 
full rigour of military law and, after refusing to 
obey a direct order, they were condemned to 
be shot by firing squad.

One of the condemned men was allowed 
to send a postcard home and ingeniously 
he coded the format to indicate their 
whereabouts. When the plight of the 16 
became public knowledge, Arthur Rowntree, 
the Liberal MP for York and a Quaker, asked 
questions in Parliament, which resulted in their 

safe return to England. Their sentences were 
commuted to ten years hard labour. But their 
trials were not over. On release in 1919 they 
were often reviled and physically abused for 
the stand they took, treated as social outcasts 
and unable to find jobs, as well as suffering 
severe, long-term psychological effects. 

Richmond Castle was where non-
combatants and ‘conchies’ from across the 
north of England were incarcerated from 
1916, when conscription was introduced.  
They included Norman Gaudie, a Sunderland 
FC footballer - his son Martin was a Great 
Ayton Quaker and Marjorie his wife still is. 
Alfred Myers was an ironstone miner from 
Carlin How, East Cleveland. In the Castle are 
8 small cells whose walls bear the pencilled 
graffitti sketched by the men: drawings, notes 
and devotional quotations such as “Jesus 
Hominum Salvator. Every cross grows light 
beneath the shadow, Lord, of thine” The cells 
are undergoing renovation and will be open 
to the public in 2016. Meanwhile you can see 
facsimiles in the museum. A garden in the 
castle grounds is dedicated to the memory of 
the Richmond 16.

The moral convictions of the Richmond 
16 and other conscientious objectors 
(approximately 16,300 in the Great War) 
eventually changed public attitudes towards 
conscientious objection and pacifism. Their 
experiences led to prison reform, and they set 
the scene for others to take a pacifist stand in 
the second world war.

MB

Spirituality
Righteous God, you plead the cause of the poor 
and unprotected. Fill us with holy rage when justice 
is delayed and give us the persistence to require 
those rights which are denied. For your name’s 
sake, Amen.

Janet Morley

“The dignity of each 
human person and the 

pursuit of the common good 
are concerns which ought 
to shape all economic 
policies. At times, however, 
they seem to be a mere 
addendum imported from 
without in order to fill 
out a political discourse. 
Business is a vocation and 
a noble vocation, provided 
that those engaged in it see 
themselves challenged by 
a greater meaning in life; 
this will enable them truly 
to serve the common good 
by striving to increase 
the goods of this world 
and to make them more 
accessible to all.”Evangelii Gaudium

Climate Manifesto Pledge
Campaigning on Climate Change is a focus for our Aid 
Agencies this autumn. CAFOD launches their campaign 
in York on October 16th and in other venues throughout 
the country.

As party leaders shape their manifestos ahead of 
next year’s General Election campaign, join CAFOD and  
Christian Aid in demanding that action to tackle climate 
change be at the heart of parties’ plans for government. 
We need to make climate change a priority for the sake 
of our neighbours world wide. 

Both David Cameron and Ed Milliband have made 
strong statements concerning the impacts of climate 
change. They now need to match words with action by 
including policies to address the issues.

“Our politicians can tackle climate change and support 
the transition to sustainable energy but they need to 
know we support them in doing it”.  (CAFOD)

“The UK has a proud record of helping poor countries 
by giving vital development aid, but it’s in danger 
of seeing this good work unravel if it allows climate 
change to wipe out the progress that’s been made.  
We’re calling on the British voting public to use their 
voice and ask their MPs, from whatever party, to 
ensure climate change is at the heart of their party 
manifestos.” (Christian Aid)

As CAFOD state on their website, personal emails have 
the biggest impact. Both agencies encourage you to 
email the party leaders and give a structure for the text 
you might use.

CAFOD website: www.cafod.org.uk

To join Christian Aid’s One Million Ways campaign visit
www.christianaid.org.uk/climate
To sign a petition calling for the renewal of the Trident 

nuclear defence system to be cancelled and the funds to 
be spent on flood defences go to:

h t t p s : / / s e c u r e . a v a a z . o r g / e n / p e t i t i o n / U K _
Government_Cancel_Trident_spending_help_flood_
victims/ 

CAFOD and Christian Aid along with Greenpeace, 
OXFAM, Friends of the Earth and many other 
organisations are also part of The Climate Coalition - 
the UK’s largest group of people dedicated to action on 
Climate change and limiting its impact on the World’s 
poorest communities.  Their combined supporter base 
represents more than 11 million people across the UK.

The Climate March ahead of the September meeting 
of World Leaders saw 40,000 people take to the streets 
of London to call for leadership and commitment to act 
on climate change.  This was mirrored in other venues 
round the world and surpassed all expectation.

www.theclimatecoalition.org

Human Trafficking
The evil of human trafficking and modern slavery has 
been given a high profile by Pope Francis during his first 
year of office. Both Pope Francis and Justin Welby, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury had a desire for joint action. 

An awareness raising workshop was held in Vatican City 
in November last year. Every continent in the world was 
included and all continents reflected on their experiences 
of trafficking in human persons within their own cultural 
differences. Members of Parliament attended including 
the Home Secretary as did members of the Police Force in 
the UK and Bishops and Clergy from the Roman Catholic 
and Anglican churches.

It really exposed the manner in which traffickers are 
sharp in using conditions of poverty, vulnerability and 
weaknesses in the law to exploit and traffick people.  Many 
of the vulnerable succumbed to the deceits of traffickers 
with promises of ‘a way out’ of poverty, leading to a better 
life for their families and for themselves. This has led to a 
ground-breaking agreement announced in March at the 
Vatican.  Its objective is the eradication of modern slavery 
and human trafficking across the world by 2020.

The Memorandum of Agreement and Joint Statement 
was signed by representatives of The Holy Father, The 
Archbishop of Canterbury and the Grand Imam of Al Azhar, 
Egypt as well as by the founder of the Walk Free Foundation. 
This agreement among representatives of major faiths 
inaugurated the Global Freedom Network (GFN).

The joint statement underscores the searing personal 
destruction of modern slavery and human trafficking and 
calls for action by all other Christian Churches and Global 
Faiths. It concludes:

Our world must be freed of these terrible evils and crimes 
against humanity. Every hand and heart must be joined 
to bring this freedom to all those who are trapped and 
suffering. This agreement is a beginning and a pledge 
– the victims of modern slavery and human trafficking 
will not be forgotten or ignored: everyone will know their 
story. We will walk with them to freedom.

Middlesbrough Anti-Trafficking Event

The Diocesan Womens’ Commission facilitated a 
powerful and well-attended evening on  September 30th 
in Middlesbrough using film to raise awareness of modern 
day slavery in the UK and Ireland. The event was in 
partnership with ‘Unchosen’ - an organisation which seeks 
to raise awareness of trafficking throughout the UK. Our 
next newsletter will focus more on this issue.

The Justice and Peace Commission seeks a 
person to be our representative on the Diocesan 
Investment Committee. If you feel you could be that 
person, please contact Barbara Hungin.
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Editorial
In this year that commemorates the 100th anniversary 
of the First World War we are being presented with 
many images in the media to mark this terrible time 
in our history.  Most of these have highlighted acts 
of bravery and compassion alongside the appalling 
effects on families and communities who lost so many.  
Pax Christi, together with other agencies who work for 
peace, have prepared events and created resources 
to ensure that the commemorations also reflect the 
need for a commitment to future peace making.  As 
our contribution to this we have written about the 
Conscientious Objectors who were imprisoned in 
Richmond Castle before being sent to France where 
they were put on trial as deserters. Their commitment 
to the cause of non violence left a lasting legacy: the 
freedom to voice unpopular beliefs and to challenge 
those who decide to take us to war.

With conflict sweeping across many parts of the 
world, a focus on peace making is ever more urgent. 
In an article in the newsletter Tony Magliano argues 
convincingly for a gospel based alternative to meeting 
violence with more violence.

 Issues of climate change are intimately connected 
with peace and justice.  Recent reports from the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change have 
warned of ‘severe, pervasive and irreversible impacts’ 
if action to reduce carbon emissions is not scaled 
up. We know that the poorest communities suffer the 
worst impacts. Global unrest is an inevitable result.  In 
April this year the new Climate Coalition was launched 
which sees the largest group of people dedicated 
to action on climate change. Development and Aid 
agencies are taking a lead on this which is encouraging. 
Both CAFOD and Christian Aid are at the forefront. 
In Britain we have seen many positive initiatives from 
individuals, groups, parishes and schools.  CAFOD 
has launched a new climate campaign as a lead in 
to the 2015 election when we have the opportunity to 
influence political leaders and make our voices heard.

BH MB

N.B. We have recently re-launched our website with 
the help of Tom Robinson and hope to keep you more 
up to date with justice and peace issues and events:

www.middlesbroughjpc.org

Pope Francis, Justice and Peace Pope
Our Storey Memorial lecture in May was a rewarding 
opportunity to gain a new insight into the history and 
personality of Pope Francis. Using the material he 
had compiled during the research for his book - ‘Pope 
Francis, Untying the Knots’ Paul Vallely reflected on 
what was essentially a life of two very different halves. 
The first half - as a Jesuit in Argentina when he became 
Provincial Superior of the Jesuits while still in his 30s 
- was characterised by caution and conservatism. He 
was a man pushed into a leadership role too early. 
It was a time when there was  a ‘virtual civil war’ on 
the streets of Argentina and he had to live through a 
ruthless military dictatorship.

His time spent in Germany, and particularly the 
discovery of an eighteenth-century painting - Mary 
Untier of Knots - helped him to unravel the knots of 
his own life before returning to Argentina and his 
eventual appointment as Archbishop of Buenos Aires. 
This time it was very different.  Paul described a key 
part of Bergoglio’s growth to be the development of an 
understanding that what the poor need is not charity but 
justice. He developed a new understanding of ‘Liberation 
Theology’ and a willingness to learn - particularly from the 
poor with whom he had regular contact. He has stated 
many times that extreme poverty and unjust economic 
structures are ‘violations of human rights’ which call for 

solutions of justice not just philanthropy.
He describes himself as someone who has 

experienced the love and mercy of God for the many 
mistakes and sins that he did indeed commit.

His first year in office has been characterised by 
initiatives and pronouncements that have underpinned 
his desire to transform the church into a ‘poor Church for 
poor people.’ He returns to this theme repeatedly:

“Poverty calls us to sow hope....Poverty is the flesh of 
the poor Jesus, in that child who is hungry, in the one 
who is sick, in those unjust social structures.” 

“The dignity of each human person and the pursuit of 
the common good are concerns which ought to shape 
all economic policies.” (Evangelii Gaudium)

“The poor have much to teach us.  Not only do they 
share in the sensus fidei, but in their difficulties they 
know the suffering Christ. We need to let ourselves be 
evangelized by them” (Evangelii Gaudium)

In Pope Francis, we have a leader who both inspires 
and encourages, and for whom the focus on peace and 
justice is at the heart of the gospel.

‘Pope Francis - Untying the Knots’ by Paul Vallely is an 
excellent read which I highly recommend.

BH 

Reflections on working for an MP
It was a can-opener which prompted me to write this 
article. ‘How’, you may ask, ‘will he manage to link a can-
opener to social justice?’ Allow me to expand.

I’ve been fortunate to come across a wide range of 
people during the time I spent working for a Member 
of Parliament. The stories I’ve heard, the things I’ve 
experienced and the opportunities I’ve had will stay 
with me for a lifetime. It’s a passport into people’s lives 
– into their ups, into their downs, into their fears and 
into their hopes.

Recently I met a man at a soup kitchen who had 
canned food at home but his weekly budget – each 
penny accounted for – didn’t stretch to purchasing a can-
opener. As such, he was unable to get into the tinned 
food. It later emerged that he didn’t have any cutlery – no 
forks, knives, spoons, bowls or plates. My mind almost 
couldn’t imagine this scenario and I was ashamed for 
taking everyday items like cutlery for granted.

This isn’t the only story which I heard by way of working 
for an MP. But it was this occasion which promoted me 
to write this article, to share the stories of some of the 
people I’ve met. Over recent years, the stories speak 
of increasing desperation as more and more of our 
neighbours are pushed closer to the edge by economic 
insecurity and unjust government policies.

It’s the story of a jobseeker who was penalised for turning 
down a job as a refuse collector some 60 miles away from 
his home with a start time of 4.00am. He didn’t have a car, 
wouldn’t be able to commute and couldn’t afford to move 
away. The job centre took the view that he wasn’t actively 
looking for work and his benefits were sanctioned.

It’s the terror of a disabled man affected by the 

Government’s ‘under-occupancy charge’ (dubbed the 
‘bedroom tax’ by opponents) whose reduced housing 
benefits meant homelessness was a real fear. Despite 
going to hospital for daily treatments and being in poor 
health, the Government ruled that the room in question 
– which was used by his wife for respite and to store 
medical equipment – was spare and his housing benefit 
payment would need to be cut.

Or it’s the working mum who couldn’t afford to put food 
on the table after she has paid this month’s bills. Her 
eyes stared into the ground as she explained the shame 
she felt visiting a food bank and recounts how she’ll go 
hungry to fill her children’s tummies.

My heart sinks at the caricatures of ‘scroungers’ 
created in a media which seeks to deaden our hearts to 
the sufferings of those around us. In Evangelii Gaudium, 
Pope Francis tells us there’s a danger that we become;

‘incapable of feeling compassion at the outcry of the 
poor, weeping for other people’s pain, and feeling a 
need to help them, as though all this were someone 
else’s responsibility and not our own.’ (EG 54)

By hearing other people’s stories we’re kept grounded by 
the issues that affect our neighbours and are exposed to 
the injustices on our doorstep. I pray that our hearts may 
be opened to our brothers and sisters in Christ, so that 
we may speak out for those who have no voice and build 
a world where may all share in God’s justice and peace.

And in case you’re still curious – we found a can-
opener for the gentlemen at the soup kitchen and after a 
long embrace from one grateful man, he went on his way.

Tom Robinson, from Middlesbrough, worked for 
a local MP and is now a postulant with the Order of 

Friars Minor (Franciscans).

Violence fuels violence
We need to do something! With the barbaric Islamic 
State now controlling large portions of Iraq and Syria, 
and inflicting rape, torture and even beheading on those 
who do not conform to their fundamentalist interpretation 
of Islam, it is imperative that they must be stopped.

So yes, we need to do something. But that ‘something’ 
is not more violence and war. Answering violence and 
war, with more violence and war, is always part of the 
problem, not part of the solution.

So, what would be a Gospel-based way of responding 
to this violent crisis? The Gospel calls us to mount 
an active response to suffering based on love and 
nonviolence. This means no bombs, no drones, no 
missiles. The US and other arms supplying nations 
need to stop flooding the Middle East (and world) with 
weapons. A total multilateral arms embargo is needed.

And the diplomatic tool must be vigorously pursued. 
Yes, negotiations with the Islamic State are highly unlikely. 
But negotiating just settlements to the grievances of 
hurting populations in Iraq and Syria will dry up support 
for the Islamic State and other militant groups.

The US and other wealthy nations need to provide 
adequate resources for the quick evacuation of Christians 
and other minorities who are in harm’s way.  And funds 
and supplies need to be massively increased to assist 
nations – like Lebanon, Jordan and Turkey – that are 
being overwhelmed by Iraqi and Syrian refugees. Finally, 
the US and other industrial nations need to do their 
fair share in offering emergency asylum to these poor, 
frightened refugees.

An edited version of an article by Tony Magliano 
- a US based member of Pax Christi and justice and 

peace columnist. 

Saving the Planet & Ethical Investment
Operation Noah has launched a campaign to urge the 
Churches to disinvest from fossil fuels, if they are to 
retain their integrity in the face of Climate Change: www.
operationnoah.org/bright_now

Our diocese has an Ethical Investment Policy in the 
forefront of dioceses in England and Wales (Pax Christi 
survey 2012) so we trust that it will show its faith in a low-
carbon future by ensuring that none of our investment is 
in companies that extract fossil fuels.

The recent scientific report from the IPCC leaves no 
doubt that the Earth’s climate is heating up both fast and 
disastrously, due to human activities. Local MP, William 
Hague, responded:

“Unless we act now to reduce carbon emissions (the 
effects of climate change) will continue to worsen.  
Governments, businesses and individuals (and 
Churches!) all have a responsibility. The longer we 
delay, the higher the risks and the costs to present 
and future generations.”

Well said, Mr Hague, and logically that means that fossil 
fuel reserves must largely remain in the ground. No, to 
fracking for shale gas too. Investment in any of these 
industries is to finance catastrophe on a global scale. This 
is God’s creation and all its creatures we are talking about.

Remember that iconic Great War poster, “What 
did YOU do in the war , daddy?” Imagine a child or 
grandchild in your family asking, “What did YOU do to 
save my world?” Did we ruin it, or did we save it?  Were 
we part of the problem or the solution?

So ethical investment must surely preclude investment 
in fossil fuel extraction, and we rely on our diocese , once 
more, to take a lead on this.

MB


